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Haematology of Pregnancy and the Puerperal Period.— Given ( Jour¬ 
nal of Obstetrics of the British Empire, April, 1900) contributes a 
paper upon this subject, giving results of the study of the blood in twelve 
consecutive cases during pregnancy and the puerperal period. The 
examinations were made about noon each day to avoid the influence 
of digestion. The first examination in each case was made before 
labor and further examinations were made twenty-four hours later, 
after delivery. The red cells were few in number at the end of preg¬ 
nancy and a further slight diminution occurred immediately after 
labor; then the number was increased to normal. The leukocytes 
were increased before labor, being 10,500; within twenty-four hours 
after labor they rose to between 15,000 and 10,000, and then gradually 
dropped to 7250 on the twelfth day. 

Given concludes from these observations that in the last months of 
pregnancy there is a slight leukocytosis; probably commencing during 
labor, there is observed a sudden and well-marked leukocytosis imme¬ 
diately after labor; this is a polymorphonuclear increase and rapidly 
falls to normal. This change is equally common in primiparse and 
multiparse, and occurs alike at full term or premature labor. When 
the child dies before labor commences and when there is deficient 
excretion the change is but slight. It is not influenced by chloroform 
and other drugs. 

There is a well-marked increase in lymphocytes commencing a few 
days after delivery and being very marked during the second and 
third weeks. This seems to be connected with involution of the uterus. 
The more marked this change is the better the patient is doing and 
the more rapid is her return to health. 


Chronic Inversion of the Uterus of Puerperal Origin. — McLain ( Journal 
of Obstetrics of the British Empire, April, 1906) reports a case of a 
multipara who at labor had retained placenta and considerable traction 
on the cord; this was finally followed by the delivery of the placenta 
and membranes; hemorrhage persisted and its cause was unrecognized. 
On examination the uterus was inverted, the mucous membrane 
soft, and considerable hemorrhage occurred upon slight manipulation. 
Under deep anaesthesia a volsellum forceps was fixed anteriorly and 
posteriorly in the middle line at the junction of the cervix and vagina. 
Pressure applied against these points caused the contraction ring to 
become evident; four forceps were then applied, when with pressure 
by the thumbs over the fundus the uterus was gradually replaced. 
Iodine was applied thoroughly to the cavity, sterile gauze was firmly 
packed, and a silkworm-gut suture was applied at each angle of the 
widely opened cervix. The patient made a good recovery. 
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A Simple Device for Extraction of the Child in Breech Presentation. 

—Wienskowitz ( Zentralblatt f. Gynakologie, 1906, No. 13) has used 
for some time a strong, red rubber band about two and one-half feet 
long and one-half inch in width. This can be disinfected by boiling; 
it is introduced without difficulty, passed over the thighs of the child, and 
traction made at intervals with the hand. No injury was done to the 
child by this method and the results were exceedingly satisfactory. 

Pregnancy Complicated by Gangrene of the Vulva.— Got at. ( Zentral¬ 
blatt f. Gynakologie, 1906, No. 18) reports the case of a patient, 
aged eighteen years, a multipara, who while lifting a heavy basket 
bruised the external genitals. Three days afterward swelling occurred 
with pain on motion, and on examination, redness, swelling, and 
infiltration were found. This went on to necrosis, and it was necessary 
to open certain areas with the electrocauterv. The patient made a 
tedious recovery from the gangrenous condition in forty-three days. 
She was found to be about five weeks pregnant. 
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Relaxation of the Uterus during Curettement.— Van Tussenbrock 
(Zentralblatt /. Gynakologie, No. 2, 1906) discusses this question at 
length, aiming at the conclusion that the atony of the uterine muscle 
sometimes observed during curettement is not due to narcosis, but 
to direct irritation by the curette. That this atony is of a reflex char¬ 
acter is shown by the fact that it is often local, being confined to the 
cornua or to the anterior wall. Whether this reflex action is of central 
or peripheral origin is not yet certain. 

The writer agrees with other observers that the introduction of 
laminaria tents may favor uterine relaxation, which is increased by the 
subsequent curetting. 

Observations in Menstruation.— Shaeffer ( Zentralblatt }. Gynakol¬ 
ogie., No. 2, 1906) bases his deductions on 10,500 cases. The average 
age at which menstruation began was 15.7 years, being a little later 
in the case of girls living in cities. In 85 per cent, menstruation began 
between the years of thirteen and eighteen. 

As regards the menopause the writer states that the great difficulty 
in collecting prime statistics is due to the frequency of pathological con¬ 
ditions. The average age in 903 cases was 47.26 years, the earliest 
age being twenty-eight and the latest fifty-seven years. 

It was found that in women who menstruate early the menopause 
is established about one year later than the average. 



